WWOZ Governance Board Meeting

Tuesday, November 11, 2008
Manager=s Report
l. Fund Drive. Total Membership Income now stands at $238,704 compared to $255,977 raised during a comparable period of the 2007 Fall Membership Campaign. This year $190,841 was raised on-air as opposed to $208,371 last year. To date we have registered 745 members among our web listeners ($70,775) compared to the fall 2007 figure of 748 members ($80,806). Brass Pass memberships were also down to 202 from 405 in the fall 2007 campaign. This represents an income decrease from $151,875 to $75,750. Over Pass memberships also fell to 31 from 63, fall 2007, so that Over Pass membership income, $13,950 declined from $28,350 in 2007. In addition, WWOZ has received payment for 8 House of Blues Pass Memberships down from 22 for a total of $16,000 down from $44,000. In addition, 1,470 membership renewal letters have been mailed out this week, and we are still waiting for the response to this mailing.

2. 3-Day Drive. WWOZ is planning a special on-air three-day End-of-the-Year Membership Campaign December 3rd, 4th and 5th. In response to the shortfall in meeting our On-Air Membership goals, especially in the area of Brass Pass membership, WWOZ’s goal is to raise $50,000, including at least 120 additional Brass or Over Pass memberships.

3. CPB Grant. On October 14, 2007, WWOZ received the first half of a grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. The amount of the award was $135,377 and included $97,677 for general operations, and $37,700 for national program production and/or acquisition.
4. Tampa-Orlando Foundation. WWOZ received a gift of $4,250 on November 5, 2008 from the Tampa-Orlando Foundation.

5. Zoline Foundation. On October 23, 2008 WWOZ received $2,000 from the Zoline Foundation as a matching grant for our Fall On-Air Membership Drive.

6. Underwriting. WWOZ received $3,432 in sponsorship contributions during the period October 7, 2007 – November 11, 2007.
7. Swamp Shop. Maryse DeJean reported that the Swamp Shop recorded $535 in orders during the period October 7 – November 11, 2008.
8. Raffle. WWOZ kicked off its Vespa raffle at the VooDoo Music Experience October 24th – 26th, bringing in $1,200 in donations. Mary Liz Keevers set up a display in our VIP Hospitality area where musicians could add their signatures to the one-of-a-kind prize. Ms. Keevers also arranged to have $4,000 in food and beverages donated for the use of WWOZ’s VIP pass holders.
9. Major Gifts. Beginning in November, WWOZ is initiating a series of small lunches at the station in an effort to deepen relationships with our major donors and to broaden this type of support.

10. Website. The WWOZ Web Team supported the Fall Membership Drive through new headers, pledge forms and articles for the drive and provided live web coverage throughout the entire drive.  The web team also provided live coverage of the Voodoo Music Experience, including support of the launch of the Vespa raffle. 
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10. Volunteers. Maryse DeJean reports that 27 new volunteers were recruited during the period October 7 and November 11, 2008. Pledge Drive shifts were filled two weeks before the Drive started (a first for ‘OZ!).  The volunteer shifts for the VooDoo Music Experience were all filled, as well.
11. VooDoo Music Experience. Once again, WWOZ had a major presence at the VooDoo Music Experience held in City Park October 24th – 26th. WWOZ broadcast live from two stages, The Preservation Hall Stage and its own, The WWOZ/SOCO Stage and welcomed many of the stations most ardent supporters at the WWOZ VIP area backstage. Using both of its mobile broadcast trucks, WWOZ aired the following acts live from the Festival venue:
Friday, October 24:


The Dynamites with Charles Walker and Big Sam, Irvin Mayfield

Saturday, October 25:  

Marc Broussard, Ivan Neville, John Boutte, Treme Brass Band, 

Shamar Allen, Paul Sanchez and the Rolling Road

Sunday, October 26: 

Trombone Shorty, Sharon Jones and the Dap Kings, 

Dirty Dozen Brass Band, Blind Boys of Alabama, The Lee Boys

12. New Orleans Crescent City Blues & BBQ Fest. WWOZ volunteers and staff provided full coverage from this year’s New Orleans Crescent City Blues & BBQ Fest, produced by the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival Foundation. The event was held in Lafayette Square, and the following performances were broadcast live over WWOZ’s airwaves and webstream:

Saturday, October 18, 2008


Heritage School of Music Band, J Monque D, Marc Stone, Anders Osborne,

Cedric Burnside, Kenny Neal, John Mooney

Sunday, October 19, 2008 


Walter Washington, Marva Wright
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13. Press

jambase.com, November 6, 2008. In an article posted by Sarai Anderson, entitled, VooDoo Fest 10,24-10,26, New Orleans, the reporter wrote: “About 50 miles outside New Orleans, I switched the radio station to 90.7 FM, WWOZ, one of the world's greatest radio stations. The haunting brass and jazz sounds welcomed my ears to the Crescent City and a grin broke out on my face….”

Offbeat, Give Me Back My Banjo. In it’s November, 2008 issue, Offbeat published an article featuring banjo player, Don Vappie. At one point, describing his musical development, the article states: “He began to listen religiously to the morning shows on WWOZ to learn the tunes. Before long, he was playing with Teddy Riley, Lloyd Lambert and Gerald Adams ...”
Times-Picayune, October 25, 2008, Louisiana Culture Crosses the Pond

Describing a crowd of fans at the O2, a venue owned by AEG at which Quint Davis produced a Jazz Fest-style event in conjunction with the Saints game in London, Trumpet player Kermit Ruffin was quoted as saying, "A lot of them have heard us on the Internet on WWOZ, and now they get a chance to see us live. It's been a beautiful experience ...”

Gloucester Daily Times, Gloucester, MA, Discover America’s Roots, October 9, 2008. Describing performers at a concert presented at the Blackburn Performing Arts Center in Gloucester, MA, the local newspaper identified vocalist Henri Smith as follows: “He has been a radio personality on WWOZ FM, the radio arm of the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Foundation.” 

VooDoo Music Experience Coverage.  A number of articles were posted and/or published during the 2008 VooDoo Music Experience that reported on various performances on the WWOZ/SoCo Stage:
nola.com, October 27, 2008, Perfect Weather Helped to Define a Transcendent VooDooFest

“Bleep time: Main stage Voodoo performers dropped F-bombs with regularity. The folks at community radio station WWOZ-FM probably figured they were safe broadcasting live from the WWOZ/SoCo Stage and the Preservation Hall Tent, where acts tend to be more mild-mannered. 

They didn't factor in former Meters guitarist Leo Nocentelli, who let the F-word fly twice during his introduction of "Cissy Strut." The WWOZ DJ on duty cut into the broadcast and kept talking until Nocentelli and company finally started "Cissy Strut." 

Which, much to the 'OZ staff's relief, is an instrumental.
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nola.com, October 26, 2008, Local Boys Juvenile and Trombone Shorty Team Up to Closeout VooDoo

“After tearing through the final show at the WWOZ/SoCo stage with typical jam-heavy bombast, New Orleans native Troy "Trombone Shorty" Andrews played nearly ...”

nola.com, October 26, 2008, Blind Boys Get By with a Little Help from Their Friends
“The Blind Boys arrived on Voodoo's WWOZ/SoCo Stage early Sunday afternoon decked out in matching powder blue suits and open-collar black shirts - all except ...”

nola.com, October 24, 2009, Folk Artists Tribute Heightens VooDoo’s Homegrown Flavor

“... a band of Philadelphia and New Orleans musicians plan to re-create "King Britt Presents Sister Gertrude" today at 9:15 pm on Voodoo's WWOZ/SoCo Stage. ...”

nola.com , October 24, 2008, Are You Experienced? The VooDoo Experience Certainly Is

“And the WWOZ/SoCo Stage mixes marquee locals such as Irvin Mayfield & the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra, Bonerama and the Dirty Dozen Brass Band with the ...”

wdsu.com, October 24, 2008, Friday at VooDoo Fest Picks at 6, Complete Lineup
“The Zydepunks -- Le Carnival: Bingo! Parlour Stage, Friday 2:30-3:30 Big Sam and the Funky Nation -- Le Flambeau: WWOZ/SoCo Stage. Friday 4:00-5:45”
tigerweekly.com, October 22, 2008, Preservation Hall Debuts Village
“... a second line parade unlike any other. Second, the Preservation Hall Jazz Band’s Sunday performance on the WWOZ stage with The Blind Boys of Alabama…”
tigerweekly.com, October 15, 2008, Music News: VooDoo Preview
“Eli “Paperboy” Reed and the True Loves are scheduled to play on Sunday, October 26 at 12:05 pm on the WWOZ/SoCo Stage in Le Flambeau ...”
Louisiana Weekly, November 3, 2008, The VooDoo Experience Continues to Cast Its Lyrical Spell

“Performing on the WWOZ Stage, it struck on so many levels moving seamlessly both culturally and musically through the African diaspora and beyond.”
Louisiana Weekly, October 21, 2008, VooDoo Fest Preview 2008
“Troy Andrews closes out the WWOZ Stage (Sunday, Oct. 26, 6:50 pm) that has a particularly strong line-up including the Blind Boys of Alabama with the ...”
